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""The Phenomenon of Expatriation in the Poetry of Ibn Hayoos™ - An
Objective Study

Abstract

This study aims to expose the phenomena of expatriation in the poetry of Ibn Hayoos, one of the most
important Arabic poets of the Abbasid era. His philosophy is Sunni, yet he made sure to praise the Fatimids and
their kings.

Some of the characteristics of Ibn Hayoos' poetry are the eloguence of the language and the purity of the
words without modification into Arabic, and despite the abundance of his vocabulary, there was nothing desolate
or unpleasant; he was endowed with eyesight in selecting, forming, and placing them correctly.

Throughout his life, Ibn Hayoos experienced indications of alienation that caused psychological tension
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in him, prompting him to complain about the situations he faced, whether they were social, geographical,
temporal, or psychological.

In relation to the foregoing, the researchers hope that this study will make explicit the aspect of
expatriation that accompanied the poet's imagination in the majority of his poems. Although his divan is
considered a divan of long praise poems, he frequently intended to refer to expatriation as a state of disorder
witnessed in Damascus, Alpo, Egypt during the Fatimid rule.

As a result, this title was chosen to investigate the phenomena of expatriation in Ibn Hayoos' poetry in
order to discover the most significant characteristics of this phenomenon, such as the causes, forms, and patterns
followed by the poet's objectives using the analytical descriptive methodology.

Key words: Ibn Hayoos , Expatriation , Praise , Minister Yazouri.
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The role of academic leaders in Jordanian universities to activate students' involvement

in political parties from the point of view of academic leaders and faculty members

Abstract

This study aimed to reveal the role of academic leaders in Jordanian universities to activate students’
involvement in political parties from the point of view of academic leaders and faculty members. The researcher
prepared a questionnaire to collect data and it consisted of (32) indicators distributed on four dimensions:
“political and partisan knowledge, political and partisan interest, political and partisan activities, and political
and partisan participation. The results showed that the general level of estimates of the study sample of academic
leaders and faculty members at the Universities of Yarmouk and Jordan on the dimensions that help students’
involvement in political parties was (3.49), with a medium evaluation degree, and the arithmetic averages of the
four dimensions ranged between (3.44-3.58), and the knowledge dimension was Political and partisan activities
that enhance students’ involvement in political parties ranked first with an average of 3.58 and a medium
evaluation score, followed by political and party activities with a mean of (3.47) and a medium evaluation score,
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then after political and partisan participation with an average of (3.46) and a medium evaluation score, and
finally After political and party interest, it averaged (3.44), with a medium evaluation degree.

Keywords: Academic leaders, Jordanian universities, students' involvement, political parties.
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Textual Threshold of the Main Title and its Relationship With Subtitles: An
Analytical Semantic Study of ""Mujazafat Al<Arif"* Poetry Collection By Saudi
Poet Muhammad Ibrahim Yacoub.

Abstract
This study investigates the textual thresholds of the main title and subtitles of poems in Mujazafat Al-
Arif by the Saudi poet Mohammed Ibrahim Yacoub. Textual thresholds are important to understand the
connotations the contents of the poems in this specific collection of poems. Interestingly enoughe the titles of
poems within the Diwan are interconnected with each other.

This study is significant in examining the vitality of the main threshold and its relationship with the
subtitles¢ and the semantics intended by the poet in accordance with the descriptive analytical method followed
in this study.

The concept of the text threshold is examined linguistically and terminologically. The research also
examines the significance of the title as a textual threshold. This is crucial in revealing the poet's experiences and
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insights. The research shows clearly the importance of the textual title threshold and its relationship to the titles
of poems within the collection of poems. It is found that these thresholds are the ultimate gateway to understand
the text that they reveal instances for new insights and confirm already existing symbols and connotations. This
will be further elaborated and proved by examining a collection of poems by the poet within this study.
Keywords: Textual, Thresholds, Titles, Mujazafat, Al’Arif, Connotations, Experience.
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A Future Vision for E-learning at the Faculty of Education at An-Najah

University

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to reveal the future vision of e-learning in the College of Education at An-Najah
University, through the use of the qualitative approach. The researcher used the interview to gather information
about the perceptions of faculty members and students for e-learning in the college of education in the future, and
interviewed (3) Faculty members, and (15) male and female students who study at the college of education at An-
Najah University, and the results revealed that e-learning achieved the college of education goals, it will be
accredited education in the future, artificial intelligence will be used in education in an expanded way, the role of
space and time in education will be clearly reduced, e-educational institutions will emerge and electronic and
educational applications will reduce the role of traditional educational institutions in education.
Keywords: Future Vision, E-learning, College of Education, An-Najah University.
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The Issue of Artistic Lying in Contemporary Poetry: the Two Poems of Muhammad
Khdair ""Delayed Confessions™ and ""The Tip of Kalam™ as a model

Abstract

The importance of the research lies in the fact that the poet Khdair¢ in his two poems “Delayed
Confessions” and “Speech Evasion”¢ clarified most of the ancient Arab claims that struggled to explain the
causes of poetic lyinge such as imagination< the unseen: illusion< poetry and self-mirrorc magice vanity:
seduction« the prophet-poet< metaphor« sedition of language:« and the devil. Western critics, the study showed,
dealt with the same issue. The study is significant in conveying the emotional honesty of the poet by the apparent
lie through illusion because that the poetic illusion is based on imaginary perception and not on the directives of
the mind¢« which in itself is a desired pleasure in poetry. The research concluded that the poet succeeded in
introducing this number of justifications for artistic lying in poetry« which appeared identical to those dealt with
by both ancient Arab criticism and modern Western criticism. The research also showed the poet's ability to
employ the necessities of poetic lying« such as the unseen« imagination« illusion< magic« divination< metaphor-«
and language in these two poems. The research applied the analytical method in monitoring the poetic evidence
that serves the issue of poetic lying« analyzing it according to the data of this issue and its causes.
Keywords: Artistic lying« Poetic lying« Necessities of lying« lllusion< Imagination« Seduction.
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The Jordanian Public University Libraries Consortium Subscriptions to

International Databases: Assessment and Challenges
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Abstract

Subscriptions of academic databases are key for supporting university researchers but are probably
costly for university libraries. This study examines the use of international databases that Jordanian public
university libraries subscribe to through a consortium library to determine the feasibility of subscribing to them
and the consortium’s role in rationalizing the subscription expenses. The study utilized database-issued
consortium reports,statistical reports, database administrators, and a survey of 33 library managers. The results
revealed that libraries accomplished their goals in rationalizing expenses by subscribing through consortium;
second, participants largely agreed that there are difficulties in developing a strategy for a consistent database
subscription policy.

Keywords: Database Subscription; Public University; Subscription Consortium; Administrators; Consortia.
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Introduction

The growth and progress of society are developed through the dynamic processes of
data collection knowledge and research. The free flow of data access and development of
many sectors in the industries, economy, and overall society. Research is the pinnacle of
progress and success which leads to achieving many scientific goals as well as attaining
material life for the common man. In Jordan, international databases when subscribed by the
public university, face many problems. This arises the need of building consortiums of
libraries in a better position when negotiating with vendors and producers for subscription
fees. The public university libraries in Jordan established the Excellence Centre for Jordanian
Public University Library Services (CoE for JOPULS) consisting of ten libraries and with
every library paying an annual membership fee accordingly. However, these libraries are not
maintained to provide up-to-date literature and research data for the researchers to resolve
upcoming issues by making use of the accurate knowledge provided in the public libraries.

According to the agreement signed between the universities, this consortium is
working. The board manages the CoE, which consists of library directors. In 2004 CoE was
developed with a plan to participate and share the cost of subscriptions between libraries. The
cost of subscription was shared based on the number of faculty members and the number of
students and on the regularity of use by every university, which was estimated through reports

approved by the database suppliers and vendors (Athamneh, 2016).

The University of Jordan in 2016, paid 29.762% for using the database of Emerald of
the subscription fees of a large number of academic students and staff members. Whereas, in
contrast, 15.571% was paid by the Hashemite University Library, German Jordanian
University Library, and Yarmouk University Library while 15.065% was paid by the Mutah
University Library and 8.620% was paid by the Al-Balga Applied University Library.
However, other university libraries such as Al-Tafileh University Library, Al Albayt
University Library, Science University Library, and Al-Hussein Bin Talal University Library
did not pay anything because they were not subscribing to that yearly ("Minutes of the board
meeting for COE", 2016).

The study benefited from the methods and results of these previous studies and builds
on them. What distinguishes this study from previous Jordanian studies on this subject was

that not only did it rely on the statistical reports issued by the libraries’ databases and on
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statistical and financial data issued by the CoE to determine the feasibility of subscribing to
the databases, but also on the viewpoints of current and former library managers, especially
those who have worked in the CoE for more than three years, and on viewpoints of the
database administrators in libraries. Previous foreign studies covered the same ground, but
this is a new Jordanian study. Additionally, certain foreign studies did not look at the
viewpoints of library managers and database administrators.

This study aimed to assess the use of international databases, which Jordanian public
university libraries subscribe to the library consortium (CoE), to determine the feasibility of
subscribing to these databases and to evaluate the role of the CoE in the rationalization of

subscription expenses. The study attempted to answer the following questions:
(1) How do libraries get financial benefits from subscribing through the CoE?
(2) To what extent are faculty members using the databases?

(3) How do libraries accomplish their goals in rationalizing expenses through their
membership of the CoE from the point of view of database administrators and library

managers?

(4) What are the challenges and problems libraries face when subscribing to databases?

This study is significant in providing a roadmap for CoE member libraries when
evaluating the feasibility of joining the libraries consortium to rationalize database
subscription costs. It will enable Jordan’s Ministry of Higher Education, universities, and
Scientific Research to make informed decisions when determining a proper strategy for

libraries to subscribe to these databases.

This study would substantially offer information on the state of the art for ICT
infrastructural facilities in public universities of Jordan, and the utilization of degree and
accessibility of electronic resources by students for their research in terms of productivity.
The findings of this study would make a substantial contribution towards providing solutions
to the current debate in the field of information science on the need to access and use
electronic sources for perfecting the relatively low level of research in Jordanian public
universities. Therefore, the study would offer the foundation for providing the solution to the
issue of non-utilization of databases in Jordanian public universities even where they were

available and accessible. The findings of this study will then assist in the planning for the
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rapid dissemination of electronic resources and offering of databases in Jordanian public

universities by university librarians, government ministries or agencies, and management.

Literature Review

The extended literature review on consortia libraries shows a particular emphasis on
research on academic consortia libraries with significant coverage of case studies. For
example, a review of the literature was prepared by Tammaro (2016) regarding academic
library consortia in this digital realm and thus offers a comprehensive review of academic
consortia development and history. The decision-makers look for the academic consortia
library as a successful model for providing access to a vast majority of electronic resources at
lower prices via group negotiation and agreements with publishers and vendors (Southern
European Libraries Link, 2014).High discount rates for subscriptions can be achieved by the
consortium in electronic resources from the most dominant publishers and databases
(Baskaran and Binu, 2019; Babarinde and Onifade, 2019; Zervas and Haraki, 2017
Machimbidza and Mutula, 2020). Most electronic resource publishers reacted to the call of
the consortium positively. According to Evans and Schwing (2016), the rates provided to the
consortium are lower by 60-99%, relying on the institution's category. This will add stress on
providers, specifically publishers of electronic resources to reduce the cost of purchasing
information at the rate of increase. Thereby, the consortia library is usually established for

negotiating this mutual purchase and subscriptions (Al-Baridi, 2016).

The developing countries, with the advent of the 21st century, shifted the concern
towards federated digital libraries, with ordinary goals for minimizing subscription costs of
electronic resources to attain better negotiation to prevent duplication (Chisita, 2017). The
term consortia library has appeared to experience a growing rise in the budgets of electronic
resources (Shivarama et al., 2018; Shetty, 2020). According to Ayoub, Amin, and Wani
(2018), academic consortia libraries appeared in the early 1980s and became ordinary towards
the end of the 1990s, when the majority of academic libraries were exploring methods for

improving efficiency and resolving barriers to financial resources.

Saraireh (2016) showed that the cost of subscription of one individual library to the
databases was US$3,790,000, while the collective subscription was US$1,840,000 and thus
achieved a savings of US$1,950,000. The total savings on databases between 2011 and 2016
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amounted to US$11,045,794. All original articles numbered 135,029 peer-reviewed published
in the journal that is active from 2002 to 2012 were 204 and indexed in the Scopus® database
citation was identified by Kortlever et al. (2019). They found no difference in the likelihood
that an article would be cited based on whether the article appeared was published in an open-

access journal or a subscription-model journal.

Zhang and Su (2018) examined the following databases: Essentials (Gale), Business
Economics and Theory (Gale), ABI/INFORM Complete (ProQuest), Global (Gale), Econ Lit
(EBSCO), Business source complete (EBSCO), LexisNexis Academic, and concluded that
each one of the databases has its unique strength in style and content of presentation. As few

are specialized in certain fields whereas few are comprehensive in coverage.

Piwowaret al.(2018) assessed the prevalence and characteristics of OA and estimated
that this proportion is growing, driven particularly by growth in Gold and Hybrid and at least
28% of the scholarly literature is OA. 2015 is the most recent year analyzed and has a 45%
highest percentage of OA. Furthermore, the study also observed the impact of citation on OA
articles, conforming to the common advantage of citation on open access: accounting for
discipline and age. 18% more citation was received by the open-access article than average,

the Green and Hybrid OA effect is primarily driven by them.

It is indicated by Koppel (2015) that it was not a new idea to build library cooperation,
where political and economic forces make the financial benefits of cooperating in consortia
library delivery structures ever clearer. Gradually more sophisticated customers and patrons
need to place new demands on libraries to deliver more and improved resources even faster
than before. In addition, they attempted to provide a few times and tangible quantifiable
explanations to their academic library members for the value they offer, particularly the value

proposition expressed where exceeds the financial value of consortia dues membership.

The development and strategies in the area of networking, automation, consortia,
resource sharing, electronic document delivery, and digital libraries have emerged new
practices in the management and operations practices of the Library and Information Systems
in the Arabic World.
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Table 1. Libraries and the number of responses from each library.

databases and the statistical data and financial reports issued by the CoE. The evaluation was
based on these reports in addition to the opinions of managers and database administrators.
The study population consisted of 35 library managers and assistants, and 26 database
administrators, making a total of 61. Fifty people responded to an initial request for
participation, and after testing the questionnaire as explained above, the final version was sent
to the remaining 40. A total of 33 respondents returned these questionnaires, which makes up
54.09% of the study population. Table 1 shows the libraries and the number of responses from

each library. As is shown in Table 2, most of the respondents have postgraduate degrees and

University Responses Percentage
Jordan 4 12.1
Al-Yarmouk 4 12.1
Mu'tah 3 9.1
Science 4 12.1
Al-Hashimiya 3 9.1
Al-Balga 3 9.1
Al-Bayt 2 6.1
Al-Hussein 5 15.2
Al-Tafileh 3 9.1
German 1
Centre of Excellence 1

Table 2. Demographic characteristics of the sample.

Variable Frequency | Percentage
The manager or his deputy 22 66.7
. Director or assistant director of the department 5 15.2
S0 I Head of department, division, or branch 6 18.2
Total 33 100.0
Postgraduate 20 60.6
BA degree 13 394
Qualification | Diploma 0 00.0
High school 0 00.0
Total 33 100.0
Years of One year 3 9.1
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experience Two years 6 18.2
Three years or more 24 72.7
Total 33 100.0

The evaluation was based on predetermined objective levelsi. The data sources were

the following:
(1) Financial reports issued by the CoE to evaluate the costs and benefits.

(2) Vendors’ statistical reports to evaluate how frequently academic staff members used the
databases. Students were excluded because the studying language at the university is
Arabic, and most of its students cannot read English texts.

(5) The opinions of library directors and database administrators.

This study uses a questionnaire as the main tool for collecting data. Throughout the
Department of library information technology and Science, two experts in the field of
librarian ship have validated the tools for data collection. Face and Content validity was
conducted for the objective of the instruments, proper wordings of the items, relevance of
items, and clarity of the instrument. The tool validity to verify, the questionnaire was tested
by presenting it to 10 people, including former library managers, database administrators, and
faculty members who specialize in libraries and measurement. The questionnaire initially
consisted of 19 statements, but after examination during the test phase, the final questionnaire

was reduced to 15 statements covering five topics with three statements per topic.

The internal consistency of items and reliability coefficient was determined through
Cronbach Alpha from the respondents. The tool stability to test, an R-Test was carried out by
applying it to 10 members of the research population who were excluded from the sample by

distributing them and then redistributing them after two weeks.
The five topics are:

(1) The extent to which libraries achieve their goals and reduce expenses by sharing
databases through the CoE

(2) Challenges facing libraries when sharing databases through the CoE
(3) Problems and challenges facing libraries relating to their universities

(4) Problems and challenges facing libraries relating to the Ministry of Higher Education
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(5) Suggestions and recommendations to solve database-sharing problems.

The researcher analyzed the data using descriptive statistics through SPSS version 25.
Simple percentages, Descriptive statistics of frequency counts, and mean scores were utilized

for investigating research questions through generated data.
Results

Research gquestion 1: How do libraries benefit financially from subscribing through the
CoE?

Table 3 shows the cost of the electronic subscriptions by the CoE for all universities
for the years 2014-2016, providing more than 15 databases, including 12 academic databases
and three for technical issues and organization in libraries. Notably, there was a significant
rise in subscription fees in 2015 compared to 2014; the cause was that the CoE obtained a

reduction in subscription fees. Additionally, in 2015the vendor raised subscription fees.

Libraries pay an annual subscription fee of US$ 42,500 to the Coe. In 2014, there was
meagre financial value in the participation of libraries in the databases, as is shown in the
table. If the total cost of participation was divided by the number of universities, the share of
each university would be about US$ 20,900, which does not cover 20% of the individual
subscription to a single database such as EBSCO HOST, which means that there was a clear
financial feasibility that can be measured for the subsequent years of participation (2015 and

2016). The value of these subscriptions is covered by the CoE’s account.

In 2016, the CoE received its revenues from the membership of the 1Olibraries,
totalling US$ 425,000 annually, as well as from the Jordanian Scientific Research Support
Fund to the amount of US$ 1,700,00, whereas in 2014 and 2015; it was US$ 850,000 per
year. Thus, this study found that subscription to the databases through the CoE significantly
reduces the cost of obtaining research in existing databases. This signifies clear economic

feasibility.

124



ISSN 2519-7436 <Ll Slul,dly ool Conllisle o joms s ide iz (AHUJ) Sl JMb o cpand Gnaler 42

22024 5l (4) 204\ (10) A

Table 3. Electronic subscription costs for the Centre of Excellence for all universities for 2014-2016.

Total subscription cost by year in US$
Database
2014 2015 2016
1 INFORMATION HEALTHCARE
2 SPRINGER
3 TAYLOR AND FRANCIS
4 WILEY
5 EMERALD
6 OXFORD UNIV. PRESS
7 EBRARY
8 EBSCO HOST 177,353 684,897 695,082
9 DEEP KNOWLEDGE PORTAL
10 DEWEY WEB
11 LC CLASSIFICATION WEB
12 OCLC WEB CONNEXION
13 MATHSCINET
14 ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY
15 ULRICH’S

Research question 2: To what extent are faculty members using the databases?

Table 4 indicates the frequency of database used by faculty members, showing the
total use and storage of full text for all member libraries was 477,460 searches for 2014 and
737,623 searches for 2015. Table 4 shows that the total database downloads for the two years
2014 and 2015 were:

477,460 + 737,623 = 1,215,083 downloads
Whereas the cost of the subscription to databases for the two years 2014 and 2015 was:
177,353 + 684,897 = US$ 862,250

Therefore, the cost of downloading one search can be calculated by dividing the total
cost of the CoE subscription by the total downloads for the years 2014 and 2015, which

emerges too:
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862,250

A single download was not available through the CoE subscription; however, it was
available through the delivery services of the British Council Library in Amman and costs
US$1. Based on this result, the participation of libraries can be expanded nationally through
the Ministry of Higher Education (MoE). Registration fees were included on the annual tax
invoice and licenses for institutions, research information centers, and private universities.

This would encourage scientific research.

In addition, the collective participation of libraries significantly reduces the cost of
subscription fees compared to individual participation, as confirmed by Saraireh (2016). In an
interview conducted with Athameneh in 2016, he indicated that when universities began to
participate in international databases before the establishment of the CoE, the number of
research papers published by faculty members at the universities between 1996 and 2005 was
6,827, whereas, after the establishment of the centre and coordinated participation in the
databases from 2006 to 2013, the number of research papers published reached 15,926. It was
clear that the number of research papers has more than doubled, which means that there was
scientific feasibility in addition to economic feasibility, and there were clear indications of the

use of the databases in all libraries.

Table 4. Full-text downloads and databases used.

Database name 2014 2015

SPRINGER 66,213 56,174
TAYLOR AND FRANCIS 7,920 52,471
WILEY 0 77,182
EMERALD 34,490 42,934
EBRARY 132,293 282,881
EBSCO HOST 236,544 218,309
ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY (RSC) 0 7,672

ULRICH’S 30,543 36,151
Total 477,460 737,623

Note: researchers could not get information about the other seven databases
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Table 5 shows the extent of university participation in databases and the extent of their
use by faculty members in 2014 and 2015. The table shows the use of databases by all
participating universities. The most searches (410,124) are from the University of Science and
Technology, followed by Yarmouk University and the University of Jordan. The higher
number of faculty members and students in these universities could be the reason for the
higher number of searches compared to the other universities. The Al-Bayt University
recorded the least searches (7,308). The table indicates that the most commonly used database
was the EBRARY database. This may be because it contains books and the full text, which

does not limit their use to faculty members but also to postgraduate students.

Table 5. Full-text downloads and databases used per university library.

Database| -\ \epaLD | RSC | SPRINGER| ULRICH'S | WILEY | EBRARY EBSCO
Total

s 2014 | 2015 [2014]2015| 2014 | 2015 | 2014 | 2015 [2014| 2015 | 2014 | 2015 | 2014 | 2015

E?t:?:rr; 10,865(22,388| - |1,915(38,780(21,200| 1,517 | 1,475 | - |22,826| 35,048 | 28,605 | 94,020 | 81,397 | 369,036
Just ; - | - [3.696|15131|24,412| 9,452 | 4763 | - |41,749|181,024| 17,252 | - - |410,124
Library

Y&LT;L;" 5,654 | 7067 | - | 385 | 3,897 | 2,688 | 3,785 | 6,348 | - | 2,504 | 11,040 | 10,208 | 57,883 | 47,452 | 159,811
Mutah

Library | 2% | 2026 | - | 236 | 2034 | 1042 | 1881 | 772 | - | 1706 | 11166 | 8072 | 12771 | 8,967 | 52,169
Albalga

Library | 74 | 3431| - | 13| 1263|2142 | 449 |1,060| - |5470| 11110 | 33150 | 4356 | 4551 | 67,191
IHE?E?::;}E 1,366 [ 2,002 | - | 219 |3,392|1,849 | 5676 |9.165| - | 1,960 | 6523 | 10,334 | 4,057 | 10,498 | 57,041
German

Jordan | 6235|5008 | - |644| 361 |1248| 420 | 120 | - | o | 7,610 | 1,675 | 2,473 | 3347 | 20211
Wniversity

Tafilia

Technical| 0 | 22 | - |138| 300 | 201 | 1,128 | 875 | - | 56 | 5740 | 4,035 | 2,021 | 1,549 | 16,065
Library

Al-Bayt | - | - |134| 700 | 566 | 685 | 601 | - | 448 | 594 | 2552 | 453 | 575 | 7,308
Library

Alhussein

Bin Talal | - - | - 170 355 | 626 |5550 |10972| - | 463 | 13,025 | 14,021 | 1,992 | 3,785 | 50,959
Total |34.490(42,934| - |7.672|66,213|56,174|30,543|36,151| - |77.182|282,880 (129,904 | 180,026 | 162,121

EBSCO HOST is the most commonly used database, which is a combination of
different complex institutions and thus contains thousands of refereed full-text journals in
many subjects and also supports the Arabic interface, which has grown and is used among
students. ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY s the least commonly used database; this
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may be because its use was limited to the ones whose interested in chemistry.

Research question 3: How do libraries accomplish their goals in rationalizing expense

through their membership of the CoE from the point of view of database

administrator and library manager?

Table 6 shows that libraries have achieved their goals of reducing costs by

participating in databases through their membership in the CoE. Altogether, 97% of the

sample agreed and 3% agreed. 87.9% of the sample agreed that they should continue to

subscribe to the databases through the CoE.

Table 6. Responses to statements regarding libraries achieving their goals of reducing costs.

| Totally Agree I Agree I Disagree Total
Statement

n % n % n % n %
Participation in the databases through the CoE
achieved financial savings compared to individual 32 97.0 1 3.0 0 0 33 | 100
participation
There are administrative feasibility and cost savings
when you subscribe to databases through the CoE 329 97.0 ! 3.0 0 0 33 | 100
We _support the continued coordination of database 29 879 4 121 0 0 33 | 100
sharing through the CoE

Research question 4: What are the challenges

and problems libraries face when

subscribing to databases?

Table7 shows that the biggest challenge facing member libraries when it comes to

sharing databases through the CoE was their different budgets. This implies that some

libraries may be able to subscribe to a database, but other libraries cannot because of a lack of

funds. The table also indicates that there were no disagreements on databases to be shared by

libraries and that there was a clear policy to calculate and share financial costs among member

libraries.

Table 7. Responses to statements regarding challenges facing libraries when sharing databases through the Centre of

Excellence.
| Totally Agree I Agree | Disagree Total
Statement
n % % n % n %
There is difficulty in agreeing on the databases
that will be shared by member libraries 0 0 18.2 27 | 818 | 33 | 100
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Therg is a disparity in the budgets of member 18 545 4 121 11 1334 33 | 100
libraries

Lack of a clear policy in the distribution and

sharing of financial costs among member 0 0 4 121 29 (878 33 | 100
libraries

Table 8 shows the challenges faced by libraries related to their universities when
participating in databases through the CoE. The annual subscriptions to databases fluctuated
between the addition of new databases and the cancellations of others due to the lack of a
fixed budget approved by the university. This means that 54.6% of the participants consider it
a problem; therefore, it is necessary to allocate fixed amounts to participate in the databases
and to increase the proportion of annual allocations of libraries to meet the increase in prices
imposed by the supplier.

Table 8. Responses to statements regarding problems and challenges faced by libraries related to their universities

when subscribing to databases through the Centre of Excellence.

| Totally Agree I Agree | Disagree Total
Statement
n % n % n % n %
There is difficulty in establishing a clear
mechanism for participation in the databases 1 30 6 18.2 26 | 7881 33 | 100

that are adopted by the presidents of
universities

The library does not have guidelines that define
the policy of subscribing to the databases,
which  causes  fluctuation in  annual 1 3.0 7 21.2 25 | 758 | 33 | 100
subscriptions to the databases by adding new
databases and cancelling others

The weakness of the approved budget causes
fluctuation in annual subscriptions to databases
between the addition of new databases and the
cancellation of others

6 18.2 12 36.4 15 | 455 | 33 | 100

In Table 9, one of the challenges and problems facing libraries is the difficulty of
establishing consistent policy or a strategy for participation in the databases that were adopted
by higher education. Another challenge was the fluctuations in financial support for libraries
set upby the ministry. The Higher Education Minister at times does not support them and at
times supports the universities. Furthermore, 100% of the sample also noted that the amounts
reconsidered by the Higher Education Fund, illustrated by the Scientific Research Support
Fund were insufficient to support libraries’ subscriptions. Table 10 shows the suggestion to

activate the CoE’s role in database subscriptions for member libraries.
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Table 9. Responses to statements regarding problems and challenges facing libraries related to the Ministry of Higher

Education when participating in database subscription through the Centre of Excellence.

| Totally Agree I Agree | Disagree Total

Statement
n % n % n % n %

There is difficulty in establishing a consistent
policy or a strategy for participation in

databases that would be adopted by higher 19 576 1 333 3 91 | 33 | 100
education

The financial support of libraries by higher
education institutions has fluctuated based on 28 84.8 5 15.2 0 0 33 | 100
their participation in databases

The amount granted by the Higher Education
Fund, illustrated as the Scientific Research
Support Fund, to support library subscriptions
to the databases is insufficient

33 100 0 0 0 0 33 | 100

Table 10. Responses to statements regarding how database-sharing problems might be solved or alleviated.

| Totally Agree I Agree | Disagree Total
Statement

n % n % n % n %
Managers of member libraries support the idea
that database subscription should be through
the coordination between the Ministry of 26 78.8 5 15.2 2 6.1 | 33 | 100
Higher Education and CoE, not through the
university

The degree of your support for the The higher
Education Minister deducts the cost of
participation directly from the budgets
allocated to universities and forms a committee
of member libraries to establish a clear and
consistent policy to participate in the databases

17 51.5 11 33.3 5 152 33 | 100

The degree of your support for the
development of long-term contracts with
database providers to reduce the cost of 22 66.7 7 21.2 4 |121| 33 | 100
subscription and increase the stability of
participation in the databases

Managers of member libraries support the idea that database subscription should be
through the coordination between the Higher Education Minister and the CoE not through the
university. Additionally, the results revealed that it is necessary for the Higher Education
Minister to deduct the cost of subscription directly from the budgets allocated to the
universities and to form a committee of member libraries to develop a clear policy. It shows
that long-term contracts with the database suppliers were working well to reduce the cost of

subscriptions and to increase the stable participation in the databases.
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Discussion

This study aims to investigate the use of international databases that Jordanian public
university libraries subscribe from the libraries consortium to find the feasibility of
subscribing to them and the consortium’s role in rationalizing subscription costs. To do so the
study has developed three research questions. To answer the first research questions How do
libraries benefit financially from subscribing through the CoE' This research found that by
subscribing to the databases which are managed by the CoE there is a clear economic
feasibility. Because this is seen from the findings that the number of research papers
published by Jordanian researchers after the formation of Coe has doubled. It not only just
doubles the paper published but has also reduced the expenses of libraries through the
participation of databases in the CoE. This study is also inline with the studies by Saraireh
(2016) and Athameneh (2016) which state that consortia and their role in reducing
expenditures through coordination, cooperation, and sharing between libraries, particularly
among public libraries and universities in Jordan. In agreement with the current study, Hamad
(2022) stressed the need for the preservation and development of research knowledge for the
end users to have access to relevant information about the economic and political situation

during the pandemic covid-19 era.

The second research question what extent are faculty members using the databases the
answer is, this is shown from the findings that databases that have books and full text are
more used as they do not limit use for faculty members or to postgraduate students. Which
can see by Piwowar et al. (2018) stated that open-access articles received more citations than
an average article. Furthermore, the results showed that the majority of the participants agree
that participating in databases through CoE has achieved financial savings compared to
individual participation and they also agree that there is administrative feasibility and cost
savings which is in line with the findings of Pan and Fong (2010) the return on investment
and cost-benefits of one consortium contain five separately administered libraries in the
University of Colorado (CU) administration found that flexibility and size of this institution-
based consortium allow it to be successful and responsive in collaborating across 4 campuses
despite different sized budgets and institutional constraints and uniquely local. This also
agrees with the findings of Shivarama et al. (2018) and Shetty (2020) which showed that

consortia libraries have appeared to experience a growing rise in the electronic resources
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budget.

Lastly, the third question about the challenges and problems facing libraries when
taking to databases found that the most serious challenge experienced by libraries was the
disparity of budgets between member libraries. This indicates that one library may be able to
subscribe to some databases, but another may not be able due to a lack of allocated funds.
Annual subscriptions to databases fluctuate between the addition of new databases and the
cancellation of others because of the lack of a fixed, approved budget by the universities for
their libraries. Additionally, there are difficulties in consistent policy or developing a strategy
to participate in the databases that would be addressed by the Higher Education Minister.
Financial support for libraries by the Higher Education Minister has led to a fluctuation in
their participation in databases. Al-Jaradat (2021) in line with the present study revealed that
Jordan has lagged in the management of research data from all the government institutions as
well as funding agencies which serves as an impediment to the growth of the university
libraries. However, the Jordanian Public University Libraries (JPUL) are devoted to providing
research data management services for the preservation of the data and providing online
access to the data repository for ease of service. However, these services were provided on a
limited scale curating some valuable research data. The study further addressed the lack of
data preservation policies and their ineffective implementation (Al-Jaradat, 2021). In
agreement with the present study Hamad and Al-Fadel (2022) asserted to improve the data
management in public libraries in Jordan for the development of the Sustainable Development
Goals. The author stressed the lack of libraries in Jordan for the research purpose and the
carelessness in the data management of the data obtained. The study results support the fact
that academic libraries significantly contribute to the study Goal, and provide access to up-to-
date data (Hamad and Al-Fadel, 2022).

The gap between the available skills and the required skills required to keep the data
management system intact is wide. Therefore, the study recommends to full fill this gap by
conducting workshops and training programs time-to-time for the maintenance and
management of data. Moreover, online services for the accessibility of the data are
recommended to be enhanced for the data to be accessible to the entire public. This
recommendation will improve the quality of research by providing relevant information for

the data repository which will automatically provide development policy framing,
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infrastructure, data archiving, sharing, cataloguing, etc.

Conclusion

The study concluded that the utilization of international databases that subscribe
through a libraries consortium by Jordanian public university libraries has helped them in
achieving the feasibility and their goal of rationalizing expenses by subscribing through
consortium however there are some challenges in national strategy development for consistent
subscription policy database. They can help the decision-makers in building a consistent
policy for subscriptions. It will provide the solution for overcoming the mitigated budget issue
to establish consortia.
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Durrat Al-Ghawas Fi Owham Al-Khawas to Alhariri ((d. 515 AH)) in the

cultural-linguistic circle

Abstract
The primary goal of this study is to reveal the linguistic impact that Al-Hariri (d. 515 AH) had on the
linguistic school through his book: Durrat Al-Ghawas Fi Awham Al-Khawas. The investigation was historical
and descriptive, starting from the fifth century AH up until the present day. The research concluded that Durrat
Al-Ghawas is an important linguistic based in the section on dictionaries of true and false.

Keywords: Durrat Al-Ghawas, Al-Hariri, Correction, True and false Dictionaries.
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Abstract:

The study aims to identify the motives of French and United States intervention in West Africa; the state
of Niger as a case study. The study adopted the descriptive analytical method, where the study relied on many
related literature and studies to Identify French interests in the West Africa region, the factors of French and United
States intervention in West Africa, and the Repercussions of the French and United States withdrawal from Niger.
After analyzing the literature related to the subject of the current study, a set of results were produced. The results
showed that the relationships between France and the West African countries encompass various dimensions,
including military, economic, and cultural. It has been revealed that both France and the United States have
maintained a strong influence over extended periods in this region through diverse policies.

Keywords: French Intervention, United States Intervention, West Africa, the State of Niger.
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1. Introduction:

In the old days of colonialism, France established itself as a major colonial empire in
West Africa. French historians refer to this empire in French history as the First Empire. It
figured prominently in 1763 when France was forced to cede Canada and India to England in
the Treaty of Paris 1. Many historians see exploration and colonization as two sides of the
same coin. They concluded this from the result that geographical discoveries in Africa led to at
the end of the nineteenth century, which was the fall of most of the African lands under the
name of colonialism (Abdul-El-Hadi & Lahli 2022).

France is considered one of the European countries that managed (in the first half of the
1990s) to maintain strong ties with its former African colonies. France was the first country in
this field compared to other colonial powers (Britain, Italy, Portugal), as it succeeded in
attaining this distinguished position in its African relations due to a well-defined and precise
cooperative policy implemented in some West African countries in various fields (military,
economic, cultural). This policy had important foundations aimed at preserving its influential

role in global politics, especially during the Cold War era (Elchime 2023).

On the other hand, observers of French African policy notice that there are developments
threatening the stability of French influence on the continent. These developments have various
causes, some of which are the result of international changes and the dominance of the new
world order characterized by the dominance of the unipolar system. Others have come about
due to changes in local African conditions. Additionally, some of these developments are a
consequence of adapting to the alterations that took place within French domestic policy in the

context of these international changes (Nelson 2016).

As seen in other colonial powers, France continued its connections with its ex-colonies
during the post-colonial era. In reality, France's economic structure was molded around the
dynamic of exploiters and the exploited. Typically, the colonies functioned as nations that

supplied raw materials without playing a central role in critical production processes. This

®) The Treaty of Paris of 1763 ended the French and Indian War/Seven Years' War between Great Britain and France, as well
as their respective allies. In the terms of the treaty, France gave up all its territories in mainland North America, effectively
ending any foreign military threat to the British colonies there. Refer: The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration
from the website https://www.archives.gov/.
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dynamic favored capitalist states like France, as even after gaining independence, these former
colonies were viewed as potential markets (Atamer 2022).

2. Problem Statement:

Despite different historical backgrounds of French and United States, and geopolitical
contexts, both nations have shown significant interest in the region. This research seeks to
analyze how historical legacies, strategic and geopolitical interests, economic motivations, and
political and ideological factors drive French and United States actions in Niger. By examining
these aspects, the study will provide a comprehensive understanding of the distinct and
overlapping reasons behind their interventions and the implications for Niger and West African
region in general. In general, the problem statement lies in the following question: What are the

Motives of French and United States Intervention in West Africa?

3. The Study Questions:

Based on the problem statement, the study seeks to answer the following questions:

- What are the French interests in the West Africa region?

- What are the French and United States interests in West Africa?

- What are the factors of French and United States intervention in West Africa?
- What are the French and United States interests in West Africa and Niger?

- What are the Repercussions of the French withdrawal from Niger?

4. The Study Significant:

The current study has both scientific and practical Significance, as shown below:
Scientific Significance: The study contributes to understanding the geopolitical
strategies and post-colonial dynamics in West Africa. By comparing French and
American interventions, it provides insights into the complexities of
contemporary foreign policies and enriches academic discourse on international

relations and neocolonialism.

Practical Significance: The study informs policymakers in Niger and West Africa on
strategic responses to foreign interventions. It helps international organizations

design context-sensitive programs and guides France and the U.S. in shaping
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more effective and transparent foreign policies, promoting regional stability and
development.

5. The Study objectives:
The study seeks to achieve the following objectives:
- Identifying French interests in the West Africa region.
- Identifying French and United States interests in West Africa
- Identify the factors of French and United States intervention in West Africa.
- Identify the French and United States interests in West Africa and Niger.
- Identify French and United States withdrawal from Niger.
- Identify the Repercussions of the French withdrawal from Niger.
6. Methodology:

This study falls within the realm of descriptive analytical studies that aim to describe
and analyze frameworks in addition to comparative case study method focusing on specific

instances of intervention.
7. The Study limitations:

Objectivity limitations: The study addresses the following title: "The Motives of French

and United States Intervention in West Africa"
Temporal limitations: The current study was conducted in 2024.

Spatial limitations: The current study is a case study on the State of Niger.

8. Literature Review:

The Literature Review addresses the literature and topics related to the current study,
where various research, books, and references were consulted to obtain the necessary data and

reach the results.

8.1 French interests in the West African region:
French interests determined the foundations and mechanisms of the policy that France

implemented in Africa. These interests were branched out to cover three basic areas: (Political
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and diplomatic interests, strategic interests, and military interests (Elchime 2023).

In terms of strategic interests, France has sought to control some strategic locations in
West Africa, giving France a high strategic advantage (Africa Center for Strategic Studies
2019). In addition, France sought to control the West African region to limit political Islam,
which has been on the rise since the 1990s. The percentage of Muslims is high in regions of
Africa, which constitutes a suitable environment for the spread of political Islam. Here, France's
goal became to establish a protective border on the coast of the Sahara Africa to prevent the
spread of political Islam to the south. France is seeking this matter based on its presence in the
countries of West and Central Africa, and its alliance with African leaders (Dowd & Raleigh
2013).

With regard to political and diplomatic interests, one of the main goals that France seeks
to achieve in West Africa is to maintain the stability of African regimes. In light of the decline
in stability and the possibility of the outbreak of civil wars, France prefers to support strong
existing regimes, despite their drawbacks, rather than encourage new regimes that do not yet
know the extent of their capabilities to control their people. This stability leads to the prosperity
of French investments in the continent (Taylor 2015). In addition, the strong multiple relations
between France and African countries also provide broad African diplomatic support for France
in the United Nations. This allows it to maintain its position in the Security Council as a major
permanent member state (Abderrahmane 2017). As for military interests, they are mainly
represented in military bases, which on the African continent represent one of the most

important areas of competition between countries of the world (Elchime 2023).

France also has other economic interests in the West Africa region and the African
continent in general. Among those interests is intra-trade between France and the majority of
the countries of West and Central Africa, as France is making persistent attempts to continue
these relations and ensure that its distinguished position remains there (Gagne 2020). In
addition, there are French investments in Africa and West Africa. French capital is still one of
the most important foreign investments in many West African countries (Ibrahim 2020). There
is also the French franc area; 16 countries from West and Central Africa are linked to the French
franc zone, which allows more than ninety million Africans to deal in the French franc (Elchime
2023).
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8.2 The Factors of French and United States Intervention in West Africa:

The coastal West African countries are exposed to the risk of political instability,
sectarian and criminal violence, armed conflicts, and their economies are unable to meet the
collective needs of the population. This prompted major powers, led by the United States and
France, to intervene in the affairs of these countries by exploiting their unfavorable conditions
with the aim of creating opportunities for development and improvement. The challenges and
conditions faced by the African coastal countries have become attractive factors for countries
like the United States and France to exploit their resources, achieving economic development

and enhancing their presence in the region (Silla 2022).

In the decades following the Cold War, many African countries were vulnerable to
foreign political and military intervention from Europe and the United States. Neighboring
countries, regional and sub-regional organizations, as well as international networks, intervened
in their affairs and supported both war-making and peace-building efforts. Two new models
replaced the Cold War model, used as a justification for intervention,: first, responding to
instability and the resulting responsibility to protect civilian lives, and second, the war against
terrorism. Legitimacy was conferred upon the majority of externally driven actions as responses
to instability (Schmidt 2018).

In general, the United States and France base their stance on intervention in the affairs
of West African countries on a common set of main factors, as outlined by Richmond
(Richmond 2013):

Economic Factors: The most significant motivation for U.S. intervention in Africa has
been oil, alongside other natural resources and wealth. The establishment of a trade
partnership between the intervening state and the African country during the early
stages of prosperity, if successfully maintained, would prove to be a highly profitable

venture.

Ideological Factors: The Cold War was a battle of ideas, where conflicting ideologies
between the superpowers led to the search for political support, the creation of allies,
and the enhancement of international backing. Preventing the spread of communism
became a primary goal of U.S. foreign policy, and the ideological element of

interventions in Africa was openly considered at least as a primary objective.
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Strategic Factors: Strategic factors are closely tied to economic considerations, as the
economic benefit from West African countries is achieved by establishing a tangible
presence and control over these nations. This is done through the creation of military
bases in the countries and exerting influence over their political decisions and

administration.

Humanitarian Factors: The challenges and poverty faced by African countries in general,
and West African countries in particular, as well as the emergence of some armed
groups with the state's inability to control them, have served as a pretext for major
powers to intervene in these countries under the guise of aiming to bring peace and

security. This is often achieved through military presence in those nations.

One of France's main objectives, presented, as a justification for intervention in West
African countries, was to establish preventive boundaries along the African Sahel to prevent
the spread of extremist political Islamic groups towards the south. France pursues this goal
based on its presence in West and Central African countries and its alliance with African leaders
(Dowd & Raleigh 2013).

8.3 The French and United States Interests in West Africa and Niger:

First, the French Interests in West Africa and Niger:

During the first half of the 20th century, France stands out as one of the European
countries that successfully maintained strong ties with its former African colonies. It took the
lead in this regard compared to other colonial powers such as Britain, Italy, and Portugal. France
achieved this prominent position in its African relations through a specific and precise
cooperative policy implemented by some West African countries in various fields: military,
economic, and cultural. This policy was based on a strategic foundation aimed at preserving its

influential role in global politics, especially during the Cold War period (Elchime 2023).

France's policy in Africa is centered on an expansive notion of security that goes beyond
political and military dimensions to include other forms of security, such as addressing basic
needs, the right to a sustainable environment, and the protection of cultural, religious, and
identity heritage. This is the approach adopted by French security policy in the African Sahel
region, which is not solely military-focused. It has been developed through various means
categorized into four main areas: military bases, bilateral cooperation with local armies, Special

Forces, and financial assistance (Medessoukou 2018).
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France had a distinct colonial policy in Africa, developing a strategy of cultural and
political assimilation towards its colonies on the continent. The primary goals of France's
assimilation policy in Africa were to exploit the continent and enhance France's international
standing. However, this policy did not respect African cultures and traditions, as France
imposed restrictions on African languages, culture, and identity. More importantly, the French
regarded the colonial territories as integral parts of France, leading to the imposition of French
culture on Africa (Siradag 2014).

In Niger, one of the political and diplomatic objectives that France seeks to achieve is
the preservation of stability in African regimes. This involves supporting existing strong
regimes, despite their drawbacks, instead of encouraging new regimes whose ability to control
their populations’ remains uncertain in the face of declining stability and the potential for civil
wars. This stability contributes to the flourishing of French investments in the African continent
and Niger (Cohen 2022).

Despite France continuing to articulate the reasons for deploying its forces in Niger to
assist in combating insecurity in the Sahel region, after numerous years, security deficiencies,
tensions, and violence persist. Consequently, this has led to a lack of development and
deterioration of economic conditions in the country. This situation has contributed to the growth
of anti-French sentiments among the people, not only in Niger but also in neighboring countries
like Mali and Burkina Faso (Yiadom 2023).

In general, France's interests in Niger, include maintaining political stability and
supporting existing regimes to safeguard its investments. The historical assimilation policy has
influenced French cultural imposition on the region. The deployment of French forces aims to
combat insecurity in the Sahel, but persistent challenges have led to anti-French sentiments
among the local population, influencing regional relations. Despite these complexities, France

continues to play a significant role in the political and economic dynamics of West Africa.

Second, the United States Interests in West Africa and Niger:

As for the United States, the initial signs of its interest in Africa date back to the late
1950s through a visit by then-Vice President Richard Nixon to several African countries in
1957. This visit marked a qualitative shift in U.S. policy towards Africa, emphasizing the
continent's vital role in international relations (Bin AL Shiekh 2018).
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Nixon outlined two key objectives in the U.S. strategy towards Africa: containing the
spread of communism and rejecting any exclusionary situation at the expense of traditional
colonial powers. In 1992, U.S. interest in expanding strategic engagement in Africa, specifically
in the Sahel region, became evident after various visits over the decades, including Roosevelt's
visit to Gambia in 1943 and President Carter's unofficial visit to Liberia and Nigeria in 1992,
followed by two tours by President Clinton (Bin AL Shiekh 2018).

The United States recognized the importance of the African continent by relying on
influential countries to enhance United States continental influence, especially after the
discovery of significant oil reserves in the Gulf of Guinea and West Africa in 2000, with over
25 oil fields identified. In addition to oil, the region possesses other valuable natural resources
like gas, uranium, and gold. These factors prompted the United States to fully engage in the
region, negatively influencing French presence and influencing United States interests to serve

and advance in the area, thus diminishing French influence (Elchime 2023).

In 2002, the United States began funding programs in West African countries to assist
them in building their capabilities for exercising sovereignty and controlling their borders.
Between 2002 and 2004, the U.S. military trained and equipped rapid response units, each
consisting of around 150 soldiers, in Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and Chad. This effort aimed to
enhance border capabilities against weapons trafficking, drug trade, and the movement of

violence from transnational extremist organizations (Burgess 2019).

In 2013, after two years of discussions with the government, the United States expanded
drone operations in the central Sahel region from a base in Niamey, Niger. An undisclosed
number of drones and 100 military personnel were stationed in Niger, with the goal of
"enhancing regional stability to support U.S. diplomacy and national security and to strengthen
relations with regional leaders committed to security and prosperity" (Kurpershoek, Valdez &
Zwijnenburg 2021).

Therefore, the combination of forces involved in Operation Barkhane, the Takuba Force,
United States and European military presence in Agadez (Niger), European Union training
missions in the Sahel, the Joint Force of the G5 Sahel, and the multidimensional United Nations
Integrated Mission indicates a declared goal of achieving stability in the region. Strengthening
partnerships with 17 African countries suggests a potential and significant shift in security

governance in West Africa. This transformation raises questions about the relevance of the
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Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in security matters (Charbonneau
2021).

Moreover, the United States operates its second-largest base in Africa, known as Air
Base 201, near the city of Agadez in northern Niger. This base is utilized for conducting drone
operations both within Niger and beyond. Additionally, the United States manages its

operations from a base near the capital of Niger, Niamey (Hernandez 2023).

Some argue that U.S. military assistance and intervention in Niger are related to the
positive and negative performance in other countries regarding respect for human rights. In
addition to protecting human rights, the U.S. government claims to work towards promoting
democratic values and beliefs, along with implementing counter-terrorism measures worldwide
(Choi & James 2016).

8.4 French and United States Withdrawal from Niger:

Since 2022, France has faced rejection from various segments of African populations
against maintaining large military bases in some of its former colonies. The French military
presence has been viewed as an extension of French colonialism aimed at securing French
interests primarily, at the expense of supporting development and progress efforts in those
countries (Helmi 2023).

Meanwhile, Niger was being used as a base for United States and French operations
against extremist terrorist groups. The country was under the leadership of Mohamed Bazoum,
who was elected president in the first democratic elections in 2021 (Aliyev 2023), until he was

ousted in a military coup on July 26, 2023.

The coup in Niger on July 26, 2023, dealt a significant blow to the French military
strategy in the Sahel region. This occurred a year after the withdrawal of French Operation
Barkhane troops from Mali and six months after the withdrawal of French Special Forces from
Burkina Faso. The coup raises questions about the future of French military presence in the
region, as France faces more challenging decisions following its removal from Mali in 2022
and Burkina Faso in 2023 (Helmi 2023).

In late August 2023, the coup leaders in Niger considered the French ambassador
"persona non grata" and demanded his departure within 48 hours. This decision was a response

to France's rejection of the coup and its refusal to recognize the new authorities. Despite
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pressure, including sanctions imposed by the “ECOWAS group” ) and the threat of military
intervention, calls for the use of force to restore constitutional order in Niger diminished within
ECOWAS. This diplomatic preference left France and ECOWAS somewhat isolated
internationally, particularly as the operation lacked support from the UN Security Council, with

the possibility of Moscow and Beijing exercising their veto power (Abu Najm 2023).

Perhaps France was convinced that it could not rely on the possibility of intervention by
ECOWAS forces, led by the main state (Nigeria), to reinstate the ousted president, as Nigeria
itself faces security challenges from the "Boko Haram™ group and the ISIS faction in West
Africa (Al-Saqgaf 2024).

If the United States, like France, does not recognize the legitimacy of the military regime
in Niger, it has not described what happened in Niger as a military coup. Unlike France, the
United States refrains from such a characterization to avoid legal obligations under U.S. law,
which would require suspending all military relations with Niger, including the impact on its
airbase and the $100 million investment in the surveillance of the African coast in Agadez (Al-
Saqqgaf 2024).

In light of the revolution, the United States has suspended some aid programs to Niger,
including funding for education, international military training, and programs supporting
Niger's capabilities in counterterrorism. The revolution in Niger has raised questions about
whether the United States can continue its military presence in the country, which officials and

analysts say was crucial for combating Islamist extremists in the Sahel region (Yabi 2023).

8.5 Repercussions of the French Withdrawal from Niger:
On September 24, 2023, France announced its decision to end its military presence in
Niger by the end of 2023, following pressures that led to its withdrawal. This withdrawal
resulted in France losing most of its influence in West Africa and the collapse of the joint
defense alliance it established in 2014 with the Sahel Five Group, including Mali, Niger, and

Burkina Faso.

France also lost access to energy and natural resources after withdrawing from Niger.

This includes Nigerian gas, which fulfilled a significant portion of France's natural gas needs.

) The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is a governmental African organization,
abbreviated as "ECOWAS," bringing together 15 countries from West Africa. It has adopted the motto of
enhancing economic cooperation and trade exchange among the region's countries as a gateway to comprehensive
economic integration.
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Additionally, the halt in uranium exports from Niger to France negatively affected the
efficiency of French nuclear reactors, supplying 70% of France's electricity needs, with Niger
providing 18% of the necessary uranium. Strategically, Paris lost a significant foothold in West
African Sahel countries by withdrawing from Niger, terminating the presence of French forces

in five military bases in the country (Helmi 2023).

On the other hand, despite the negative impacts of the coup in Niger, it held greater
significance for several reasons as showed by Aliyev (Aliyev 2023):
Firstly, Niger is important as it serves the geopolitical interests of the Western bloc,

especially the United States and France.

Secondly, a new field of competition emerged that threatened United States and French
interests in Niger, following Russia's entry into Africa, bringing unconventional
military and economic resources to the region through private military companies,

notably Wagner.

Thirdly, Niger's natural resources, particularly its uranium reserves, became an attractive

factor for investment motivations for several major nations.

It appears that France lost both bets; it could not reinstate the legitimate president to
power, nor could it maintain its military bases for counterterrorism efforts. Once again, similar
to its experiences in Mali and Burkina Faso, France is compelled to seek another location to
relocate its forces, with Chad being a likely candidate.

Therefore, all these factors have placed this seemingly "ordinary" African country on
the world's agenda, creating a debate about whether a new battleground between the Western
bloc and Russia might emerge in Niger. The military coup in Niger has turned into an
opportunity that can be exploited to pursue various interests (Signé & Pita 2023).

The success of the military leadership in Niger in mobilizing the masses, particularly the
youth, against France has granted it broad popular support in the country. Additionally, the
announcement of the establishment of the "Sahel Alliance™ on September 16, 2023, by Niger,
Mali, and Burkina Faso has further solidified their cooperation. The alliance emphasizes
solidarity among the three nations in the face of any aggression on their territories, treating such

an attack as a declaration of war against all of them.
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9. Conclusion:

The relationships between France and the West African countries encompass various
dimensions, including military, economic, and cultural. It has been revealed that both France
and the United States have maintained a strong influence over extended periods in this region
through diverse policies, as follows:

1. The French military presence in the region, under the pretext of maintaining security
and countering terrorist threats, reflects France's strategy to assert its influence and

dominance in African countries.

2. Emphasizing the enhancement of logistical infrastructure and the presence of Special

Forces indicates France's focus on military capabilities and rapid impact.

3. France and the United States failed to address issues of corruption and administrative

control inadequacies.

4. France's policy of cultural assimilation in Africa, which may have diminished the

importance of African culture and identity.

5. Supporting existing regimes, even with shortcomings, to maintain agreements and
uphold French and United States influence in the region, preserving the historical
interaction of the United States and France with Africa and focusing on their strategic

and economic interests.

6. The French withdrawal from Niger at the end of 2023 was due to France's rejection of
the coup in Niger, which led to the expulsion of the French ambassador from Niger.
The new military leadership succeeded in mobilizing the masses, and some African
populations opposed France retaining military bases, viewing it as an extension of

previous French occupation.

7. The French withdrawal from Niger resulted in the loss of French influence in the region

and the collapse of the defense alliance established in 2014.

8. The withdrawal affected France's energy supplies, especially with the loss of gas and

uranium sources.

9. In contrast to the French withdrawal, the United States continued to maintain its military

presence in the region.
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10. The security vacuum resulting from the withdrawals is reshaping power dynamics in
the region, with increasing international competition and the emergence of a new
area of competition with Russia, which began transferring its military and economic

resources to the region.

Recommendations:

Depending on results the study reaches the following recommendations:

- Both France and the United States should consider a strategic reassessment of their
military presence. This includes shifting from a predominantly military approach to
one that incorporates comprehensive security sector reform and capacity-building

for local forces.

- Emphasize collaboration with regional organizations like the African Union (AU) and
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to ensure a

multilateral approach to security.

- Invest in dual-use infrastructure that benefits civilian needs. Improved roads,
communications, and logistics can enhance both security and economic

development.

- Encourage public-private partnerships to build sustainable and resilient infrastructure

projects.

- Shift from cultural assimilation policies to cultural preservation and promotion. Support
local cultural initiatives, languages, and heritage projects to bolster national
identities.

- Facilitate cultural exchanges that promote mutual understanding and respect for African

cultural diversity.

- Adopt a policy of conditional engagement with regimes, where support is linked to

progress in democratic governance, human rights, and anti-corruption measures.

- Promote inclusive political dialogues and support mechanisms for peaceful transitions of

power.
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- Post-Withdrawal Strategy: France should engage in diplomatic efforts to rebuild trust and
redefine its role in the region through non-military means, such as economic

partnerships, educational exchanges, and healthcare initiatives.

- Address the socio-political grievances that led to the anti-French sentiment, possibly
through an apology or acknowledgment of past mistakes and a commitment to future

cooperation based on equality and respect.

- The U.S. should balance its military presence with significant investments in economic

development, health, education, and democratic governance.

- Promote regional stability through multilateral frameworks and support for regional

security initiatives.

- Collaborate with international partners, including the EU and the UN, to fill the security
vacuum left by the French withdrawal with a focus on stabilization and peacekeeping

missions.

- Monitor the influence of external actors like Russia and China, ensuring that any
engagement with these powers aligns with the principles of sovereignty, non-

interference, and mutual benefit for African nations.
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Evaluation of the mathematics Textbook for the Second Grade form the
Point of View of Teachers in Jordan.

Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate the mathematics book for the second grade from the point of view of the
teachers of the first three grades in Jordan. The curriculum analysis approach was used, and a questionnaire
consisting of (39) items was prepared, divided into four areas: Objectives, content, calendar, and general
appearance of the book. The validity and reliability of the tool were verified by presenting it to a group of
arbitrators, where the questionnaire was distributed to a sample of (150) female teachers who were chosen
randomly. The results showed that the total score for evaluating the mathematics book for the second grade
was low, except for the general appearance of the book, where it came to a medium degree. The study showed
that there are no statistically significant differences due to the variables (number o f years of service,
educational qualification, training courses). The study recommended the necessity of reconsidering the new
developed mathematics curricula and making amendments to them to be suitable to the Jordanian
environment.
Keywords: Evaluation, The new math book, second grade.
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Obstacles to Detecting Smuggling Crimes From The Point of View of

Employees in Jordanian Customs Department

Abstract

The study aimed mainly at identifying the obstacles that face the detection and combating of smuggling
crimes in the Jordanian society, and to identify the solutions proposed by the workers in the Jordanian Customs
Department to overcome these obstacles. The study sample consisted of (455) male and female employees who
were randomly selected from among the employees of the Jordanian Customs Department.

The results showed that the general level of “administrative, legal, “environmental and “technological*
obstacles in detecting smuggling crimes in Jordanian society was high, with an arithmetic mean of (3.775). The
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results of the study also showed the multiplicity of solutions and proposals to reduce the obstacles facing the
discovery of smuggling crimes in Jordanian society, the most important of which is the amendment of laws,
legislation and regulations in line with recent developments in emerging smuggling methods, as well as the use of
modern technologies based on tracking devices using satellites to monitor transit movement.

Keywords: Smuggling Crimes, Obstacles, General Customs Department.
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Transmitting The Impact of Vertical and Inverse-Vertical Learning
Related to Learning Technical Performance of Back Swimming on
Learning Free Swimming

Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the impact of using practice scheduling on transmitting the impact of
vertical and inverse-vertical learning in learning technical performance of back swimming on learning free
swimming. In order to achieve the study objectives, the researcher selected a sample that consisted of (30)
students from the faculty of sports sciences at Mu'tah University, where the sample was chosen intentionally
from the students enrolled in the course of swimming (1) during the first semester of the academic year 2020.
The study sample was randomly distributed into two groups; the first group learns the first task (back
swimming), then shifts to the second task (free swimming), while the second group learns the second task (free
swimming), then shifts to (back swimming). Each group consisted of (15) students who are not good at
swimming and didn't practice it previously.

The results showed that there are statistically significant differences at (0.05) in the post measurement
for all the tests (leg strikes, arm movements) in free swimming according to the variable of group in favor of the
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inverse learning group, which learned back swimming, then free swimming. The study recommended the
necessity of using the Impact of vertical and inverse learning in learning the technical performance of free
swimming and start first by learning back swimming.

Key words: vertical learning method, inverse learning method.
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