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Abstract

The linguistic methods in the study of meaning focused on studying the lexical meaning, or
on studying the meaning of the word as the basic unit of both grammar and semantics.
Various methods and theories have been presented in this regard; these methods and theories
led to discrepancy on the level of the mechanisms and methods, and this predicted the
difference in regarding, approaching, and defining the meaning.One of the theories that will
be presented in this article, in detail, is the formal theory. The formal theory is one of the
underlying psychological theories in semantic research, both in terms of its introductions and
general choices, or in terms of the means it allows for semantic analysis in natural language,
despite the criticisms brought against it by the behavioral theory.In this article, we will bring
to light the notion of the formal theory and how it defines meaning; we will show its
principles, its foundations, and its limitations, then we will conclude with observations on the
theory and the most important criticisms against it.
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