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Abstract

This research is part of specialized studies of the Egyptian literature in the Fatimid
period, particularly the studies of artistic prose. It aims at answering the question: How can we
read and understand the work of Fatimid writers? The research is a first attempt to present a
reading of the impact of Shiism on the official letters in the Fatimid period. This is done to help
writers, historians and those who have interest in reading the heritage of that era of the
Egyptian literature, especially in the light of the scarcity of specialized literature studies on
tracing the impact of Shiism on the works of the Fatimid writers.

The author used the descriptive analytical method in uncovering the impact of Shiism.
The literary text cannot be separated from the conditions that contributed to its creation since
the adoption of the Shite doctrine was one of the most important influences that affected the
Fatimid writers' works.

In order to achieve the expected benefit of this research, the author limited the study to
the "Mustansirid archive", a group of official letters issued by the Fatimid writing archive
attributed to al-Mustansir-bi-Allah,the eighth Fatimid Caliph . These letters were not studied
before as part of the literature heritage. The researcher focused on invsetigating the influence
of the issue of Imamate on composing these letters since Imamate (the leadership of the nation)
was one of the most important issues adopted by Shites in general and Fatimids in particular.

Keywords: Egyptian literature, artistic prose, official letters, Shiism, Fatimids , Imamate
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