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The Legislative Regulation of the Right to Access Information: A Comparative Study
Between Jordanian and Lebanese Law

Abstract

This study's primary objective is to highlight the right to information as a fundamental pillar for building a
democratic state. The Jordanian legislator adopted the first legal framework guaranteeing this right in 2007,
positioning Jordan at the forefront of Arab nations establishing specific legislation for this purpose. This study
also examines the Lebanese Right to Access Information Law (2017), amended in (2021), as a model Arab law
regulating this right.

The study yielded several key findings. Primarily, the right to information is inherently a constitutional right. An
examination of various comparative constitutions, including those of Jordan and Lebanon, reveals that they
implicitly reference this right through texts—both general and specific—pertaining to individual rights and
freedoms. However, the central challenge emerges in the implementing laws that regulate this right in detail.
These laws contain restrictions and exceptions that, in some instances, can effectively nullify the right's
substance.
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Consequently, the study recommends a review of specific provisions within the Jordanian Law on Guaranteeing
the Right to Access Information. Most notably, it suggests narrowing the scope of exceptions outlined in Article
(13) of the law to ensure greater alignment with the principle of maximum disclosure.

Keywords: Right to Information, Access to Information, Democratic State, Jordanian Law, Lebanese Law,
Comparative Constitutionalism.
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