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The Admissibility of Genetic Fingerprinting as Evidence in Jordanian and Qatari Criminal Courts

Abstract

Most Arab criminal legislations have not regulated the use of DNA fingerprinting as evidence in criminal
matters, except for a few, such as the Qatari legislator, who has made significant progress in this regard. Since
DNA fingerprinting gained prominence as a key piece of forensic evidence, Qatar has proactively established a
specific legal framework for its regulation. This contrasts with the approach of the Jordanian legislator.
Accordingly, this study aims to assess the Qatari legislator’s stance on regulating DNA fingerprinting as a form of
criminal evidence and to identify the legal basis upon which Jordanian criminal courts rely when admitting DNA
fingerprinting as evidence in criminal cases. This comparison with the Qatari legal system raises two key research
questions:
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What is the legal basis upon which Jordanian criminal courts rely in admitting DNA fingerprinting as
evidence in criminal matters?

Has the Qatari legislator succeeded in establishing a comprehensive legal framework for DNA
fingerprinting as evidence?

This study concludes with several recommendations, most notably recommending that the Jordanian
legislator enact a specific law governing DNA fingerprinting, similar to the Qatari model. Additionally, it
recommends establishing a comprehensive genetic engineering and DNA testing center in both Qatar and Jordan
under the jurisdiction of the judiciary.

Keywords: DNA fingerprinting, forensic evidence, Jordanian criminal legislation, Qatari criminal legislation.
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