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Phonological Explanation of Diminutive Phenomenon
Abstract

This Study investigates diminutive phenomenon in Arabic in order to introduce an
explanation based on the use of syllable theory, and to clarify the influence of syllabic
variations on changes in Arabic word formation. The study vindicates the immense
importance of syllabic variations in understanding and analyzing diminutive patterns in
Arabic. The study is divided into five sections; the first section is an introductory one, it
handles the notion and concept of diminutive into scholars’ insights, and clarify several
key terms, that are related to the study of diminutive, such as metatheses and
substitution. The second, the third and the fourth sections of the study are devoted to
examine, sequentially, different patterns of diminutive: the second letter of the word is a
long vowel, the third letter of the word formation is a long vowel, the forth letter of the
word is a long vowel. The fifth section scrutinizes syllabic shifts in diminutive pattern
which is used quinqueliteral roots. Finally, the study is concluded with results and
recommendations.

Keywords: diminutive, phonological explanation, long vowels.
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