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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the obstacles faced by SMEs in the
Governorate of Ma'an from the standpoint of the owners, the study used the analytical
and descriptive approaches, which were designed questionnaire consistent with the
objectives of the study were distributed to (140) projects in the Governorate of Ma'an,
data were collected and organized in tables, using a statistical program (spss), the most
important findings is: the SMEs in the Ma'an governorate suffers from a lack of
liquidity, which limits the development and progression of these projects, and the reason
for this is inadequate government support, and the lack of adequate resources to finance
these projects. Lack of technical expertise and competencies in SMEs in the
Governorate of Ma'an, weak training oriented programs. SMEs suffer from other
problems related to the weakness of adaptation to the environment and lack of
creativity, innovation, lack of marketing expertise. The study recommended:
encouragement of small projects in Ma'an governorate through the provision of more
tax exemptions, increased government support through the provision of adequate
financial resources for the advancement of this category of projects. The relevant
authorities to provide the necessary training through specialized training programs in
the labor market.

Keywords: Small and medium enterprises, Technical efficiency, the obstacles.
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