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The Grammarians Justifications on Their Objection to Some of The Qur’anic Readings

Abstract

Aim: This research examines the objections raised by grammarians concerning certain Qur'anic readings
(gira‘'ar). 1t seeks to defend these grammarians against accusations of being overly strict or dismissive in their
treatment of religious texts, a charge often conveyed in discussions about their engagement with the Qur'anic
readings.

Methodology: The study analyzes several representative positions adopted by grammarians and reciters (qurra’)
in their evaluation of various readings, highlighting their criteria for acceptance or rejection.

Findings: The research concludes that the stance of grammarians towards the readings underwent a significant
shift following the appearance of Ibn Mujahid's work, Al-Sab'ah fi al-Qira'at (The Seven Readings). By
establishing the principle that the canonical readings were transmitted through widespread, uninterrupted chains
of narration (tawatur) and were thus definitively the Qur'an itself, Ibn Mujahid's work fundamentally altered the
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framework of discussion. After this period, the canonical readings were treated as the primary source and
foundation (as/), to which grammatical rules had to conform. This paradigm compelled grammarians to prioritize
these authenticated readings over all other linguistic evidence.

Keywords: Qur'anic readings (qira'at); grammarians; reciters (qurra’); Ibn Mujahid; Islamic linguistics.
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Library, Cairo, 3rd Edition.

- Al-Shashi, Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Ishaq (1402 AH), Osool Al-Shashi (Dr. I), Beirut,
Arabic Book House.
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