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Abstract

Although desert kites are widespread across Middle Eastern and Central Asian arid
margins from Yemen in the south to Uzbekistan in the north, their main concentration
is in the harra basalt landscape of southern Syria and north-eastern Jordan. We have
recently been able to discover the first evidence of “Desert Kites” in the South Eastern
Badia of Jordan in 2013, 2014, and 2015, work was resumed in 2016 in Jibal al-
Khashabiyeh area, located at 70 km east of the Jafr Basin. This fieldwork season
focused on the excavation of a selection of “Desert Kites” part of a characteristic chain
organization extending over almost 20 km long. The soundings carried out in circular
cells located on the surroundings of the star-shaped enclosures of the Kites. This recent
discovery brings new data modifying considerably our knowledge of these late
prehistoric structures. We suggest that these remains might constitute hunting outposts
directly related to the “Desert Kites”.

Evidence of important Late Prehistoric (Neolithic-Chalcolithic-Early Bronze
Age) human occupation in this area such as stone enclosure campsites, as well as the
specialized flint workshops, provide an ideal framework to consider a general
reconstruction of the occupation dynamics, and test the hypothesis of a possible
correlation with the hunting subsistence strategies. Strong evidences support direct
chronological relationship of the campsites with hunting mega-structures known as
“Desert kites”, identified in close spatial connection. Radiocarbon dating confirmed the
chronological attribution of the sites to the late PPNB (beginning of the 7" mill. cal.
BC). The lithic assemblage is therefore of major interest as it allows one of the first
chrono-cultural comparisons to be made for southeastern Jordan — a key region at the
gates of the Arabian Peninsula — with neighboring arid regions across the southern
Levant.

Keywords: South-Eastern Badia, Jafer, Khashabiyeh, Ghadiwiyat, Hunting Camps,
Hunting Traps (kites), Neolithic Period.
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