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Academic Ambition as a Predictor of the Desire to Learn among Ordinary

and Gifted Middle School Students in Makkah

Abstract

The study aimed at predicting academic ambition through the desire to learn, as well as
identifying the level of academic ambition and desire to learn among ordinary and gifted
middle school students according to (gender and grade) variables. The descriptive approach
was used. The academic ambition and the desire to learn scales (prepared by the researcher)
were used. The sample consisted of 532 students from the intermediate school in Makkah,
who were randomly selected. The results showed the possibility of predicting academic
ambition through the desire to learn. It also indicated that there were no statistically
significant differences between ordinary and gifted students in academic ambition level, and
there were statistically significant differences between ordinary and gifted students in learning
desire in favor of the gifted. Furthermore, there are no statistically significant differences
between students in the level of academic ambition and desire to learn due to gender and
grade variables. Accordingly, the study results recommend the necessity of designing

programs to develop the level of academic ambition and desire to learn among students.

Keywords: Level of Academic Ambition« Desire to Learn¢ Gifted« Intermediate Stage.
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