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"Narrative representation in the chapter (Berzuwayh) of the book Kalila

and Dimna'" Cultural Reading

Abstract

This research discusses the method of Ibn al-Mugqaffa’s presentation of the atheistic
tendency toward the literary hyphenation, and proceeds from the assumption of its meaning:
that the atheistic tendency in the second century AH was the product of the populist
movement and its intellectual struggles; In order to prove this view, the research takes into
account the statement of populism and its political, cultural reality, and its impact on the
emergence of the book (Kalila and Dimna) in general, and the chapter on (Berzuwaih) in
particular. Then, it presents the stories of the door as a popular means of pilgrims, exposing
its role in proving major issues, such as faith and unbelief, religion and atheism. In summary,
the research seeks to answer the following question: Was the literary tendency - as
represented by chapter (Berzueh) - in its reliance on popular motives, and its invocation of
imaginary stories, able to achieve its goal of refuting religions? The research concludes with a
number of results, the most important of which are: The section (Berzueh) does not present a
real criticism of religions. This is due to the fact that (Berzueh) presents the experience of a
human being who was left with confusion in the various affairs of his life; he/she is not
convinced as much as he/she broadcasts his/ her psychological doubts.

Keywords: Ibn al-Mugaffa', Kalila wa Dimna, Bab Berzuwayh, al-Shu'ubiyyah,Abbasid

prose, Cultural Studies.
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