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The exchange between the glottal stop "hamza' and the palatal
approximant "ya’" that are followed by the short front open
unrounded vowel (Fatha) in the medial consonant of the word: its
manifestations, causes, and the dispute over it

Abstract

This study addresses the phenomenon of exchange between the glottal stop
and the palatal approximant "ya’ " when they are followed by the short front open
unrounded vowel (Fatha) in the "Fa’" letter of the word, i.e. the second consonant of
the word, without the existence of a morphological reason for that substitution
process. Consequently, the word is sometimes pronounced with the glottal stop and
others with "ya’". Since the dispute among grammarians is mostly based on the
replacement of "ya’" by "hamza", this aspect occupied the major part of this study.
The exchange between the glottal stop and the palatal approximant in the examples
"yadiya" 'my hand', "yadayhi" 'his hands' and "yalal" which can be pronounced as
"adi", ""adiyhi" and "’alal" was used as a key for this study because the dispute about
the exchange between the glottal stop and the palatal approximant stemmed in the
first place from these two examples. But, based on research and investigation, the
researcher found that there were many examples of such exchange, and perhaps the
phonetic relationship between these two phonemes justified such exchange.

The researcher explained the substitution phenomenon here in three ways.
First, the two sounds may be original in the " Fa’" of the word; they are independent
of each other.

Second, they may be an instance of affixation to root, either for affixation or

non-affixation purposes. The affixation conditions are explained together with the
controversy around this attachment.
Third: the glottal stop replaces "ya’" or that it is original in some varieties, though
there are few examples proving this point of view. The study included examples
where the exchange between these two letters was in contrast with this opinion, i.e.,
"ya’" replaces the glottal stop, but again the examples of this case are also few.

The researcher also focused on the dispute regarding the origin of the glottal stop and
"ya’" in some of the examples above as well as the varied perspectives of ancient
grammarians towards this issue. Attention was also paid to the dispute between
grammarians regarding the exchange between the glottal stop and "waw' " in order to
authenticate the origin of the glottal stop and "ya’" in the two examples above. The
study strives to clarify this issue based on evidence that confirms one opinion and
refutes another.
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