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Abstract

What draws the attention in the study of Abu Nuwwas's Diwan( Collection of Poems ), is that remarkable
phenomenon of using colours in his khamriyyat( wine poems ), which endows them with decoration and or-
namentation turning them into something like a flowery, gemmed and most beautifully painted sash, and
which occupies a large area of those wine poems. This phenomenon imposes itself on the mind of the exam-
iner, compelling him to think of the philosophy behind its prominence in his wins poems; hence the impor-
tance of the present study which aims to investigate this phenomenon from its different dimensions, by trac-
ing the wine colours in Abu Nuwwas's poetry and examining the artistic and intellectual contents of the
latter.

The study follows three lines: the first is the white colour of wine, whose images are derived from sources
such as the sun, the planets, lamps, torches and woman. The second is the yellow. The sources for its images

are gold, pearls and saffron. The last discusses the red colour of wine, which refers to blood, fire, gems, ru-
bies, trees and flowers.
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