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The methods of social control and their relationship with criminal behavior
from the perspective of the postgraduate students at Mu'tah University
(Jordan)

Prepared by
Prof. Najah Hussein Al-Habarneh
Mu'tah University- The Department of Sociology

Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the relationship between the methods of social control
and criminal behavior from the perspective of postgraduate students at Mu'tah University. In
order to achieve the study objective, the researcher used the questionnaire as the study
instrument to collect field data from the study sample which consisted of (482) male and
female students by means of social survey approach by sample. The study population
consisted of (2724) male and female students. The results revealed that there is a statistically
significant relationship between the methods of social control and criminal behavior. The
results showed a superiority for the methods of official control over the methods of non-
official control in reducing the criminal behavior in the Jordanian community, where the
methods of official control gained the first rank in terms of relative importance with a mean of
(3.91) and a high level, while the methods of non-official social control were in the second
place with a mean of (3.64) and a medium level. The results revealed that there are
statistically significant differences between the perspectives of the study sample individuals
concerning the role of the methods of official control and the methods of non-official control
in reducing the criminal behavior in the Jordanian community due to the variable of gender in
favor of the male students. The results revealed that there are no statistically significant
differences attributed to the variables of faculty and work type.

Key words: social control, social control methods, criminal behavior.
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