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Abstract

The present contribution deals with one of the basic Nabataeans sites in southern Jordan,
depending on both historical and archaeological evidence. Basically, Sadaqa region is part of the
southern area of the Shera'a which flourished at Nabataeans, Roman, and Byzantine periods. The
site 1s located about 20 km south-east of Petra, 7km south of Khirbat Ail, and 23km west of
Ma’an. It was one of the major trading and agricultural areas in the hinterlands of Petra. In
addition, it was one of the stations along the Via Nova Traina.Hence, this paper deals with the
history of Sadaqa during Nabataean, Roman, and Byzantine periods. The main literary sources,
recent discoveries, and inscriptions all pointed to the importance of the site during these periods.
They provide a considerable amount of information indicating that the region witnessed
continuity of human settlement from 1%- 6™ centuries AD. There is also evidence from these
sources that the site was still administrative and military center in southern Jordan up to the 6™
century AD.
Keywords: Sadaqa, Nabataeans, Roman, Byzantine period, Human Settlement, Southern
Jordan, Historical and Archaeological Sources.
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