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Abstract: The present study sheds light on the criminal responsibility of
the head of state for international crimes under the International
Criminal Law. It explains the legal status of the head of state and the
extent of conflict between the principles of International Criminal Law
and the concept of national sovereignty. This study defines the concept
of the criminal resposiibility of heads of states in International Criminal
Law as well as under Public International Law. It also aims to clarify the
evolution of the principle of criminal responsibility of the head of state
under International Criminal Law and to detect the conflict in the legal
status of the head of state between Public International law and
International Criminal Law. The study further clarifies the jurisdiction of
the International Criminal Court and its supremacy over the jurisdiction

of national States.

Keywords: immunities of heads of states, international crimes,
International Criminal Law
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